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What is an invasive species?

2. Damage to the environment, economy or human health 

1. Not native of the area in question



Invasive species are a major driver of biodiversity loss

IUCN Red List



ÅOften more than one reproductive 

strategy (i.e. sexual, asexual)

Å Very tolerant of suboptimal 

conditions (i.e. low oxygen levels, 

low light conditions, poor soil 

conditions)

Characteristics of Invasive Species

ÅAdapts rapidly to itôs new environment

ÅGeneralist

Å High reproductive rate

Allelopathy - inhibit 

growth of neighbouring

plants



Recognition by experts

Awareness by the public



Action should begin here

Action begins here



Completely alter ecosystems, often irreversibly!

water turbidity

aquatic inverts, vegetation, other fish

dissolved oxygen

water quality

Eat everything!

Totally change nutrient cycling



Donôt Let it Loose

Carassius spp.



Clean Drain Dry

Zebra & Quagga mussels



Clean Drain Dry

Invasive aquatic plants







Feral Pigs
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Which ones are Alberta wildflowers?





Orange Hawkweed

prohibited noxious



More invasive species = less wildlife habitat



Tall Buttercup

noxious



Dames Rocket

noxious



Oxeye Daisy

noxious



Scentless Chamomile

noxious



Knapweed species



Leafy Spurge

noxious



Babyôs Breath

noxious



Babyôs Breath

noxious
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Himalayan Balsam

prohibited noxious


