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ÁOUR VISION:  Healthy, functioning riparian 
areas for the benefit of all.

ÁOUR MISSION:  To promote healthy 
landscapes by fostering riparian stewardship.

ÁAWC definition of aquatic ecosystem health:  
A healthy aquatic ecosystem is an aquatic 
environment that sustains its ecological 
structure, processes, functions and resilience 
within its range of natural variability. 
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3 CLUES TO DEFINE 

RIPARIAN

ÅCLUE 1:  Water is present, seasonally or regularly 
and that water is at the surface or close to the surface

ÅCLUE 2:  Vegetation is present that responds to, 
requires and survives in abundant water

ÅCLUE 3:  Soils have been modified by abundant 
water, stream or lake processes and by lush 
productive vegetation



SPOT the RIPARIAN 
AREA BOUNDARY

ÅInner Edge ςopen water and/or emergent 
vegetation are your clues

ÅOuter Edge ςvegetation changes, 
topographic changes, flood water 
reach/evidence

ÅLand Use ςtake into account any human 
activities have modified some of the clues
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